
DEMOCRACY SPRING REQUESTS CONGRESS TO 

ENACT THESE INTRODUCED REFORMS 
 

1. Government by the People Act (H.R. 20) 

2. Fair Elections Now Act (S. 1538) 

3. Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2015 (H.R. 2867 

/ S. 1659) 

4. Voter Empowerment Act of 2015 (H.R. 12)  

5. The Democracy For All Amendment (S.J. Res. 5) and 

H.J. Res. 22) 114
th

 Congress 
 

 

Government by the People Act (H.R. 20) 

Govtract.us: 0% chance of being enacted 
 

 The Government By the People Act has four key provisions: 

 Creates the Freedom from Influence Fund to match contributions of up to 

$150 to participating candidates 6-to-1 or more; 

 Provides a $25 refundable tax credit for small contributions; 

 Provides enhanced matching funds in the final 60 days of a general election 

for candidates in high-cost races (because of an onslaught of outside spending, 

for example); and 

 Creates People PACs, or small donor committees, that aggregate the voices 

and power of ordinary citizens rather than wealthy donors (as traditional 

PACs tend to do). 

 

Fair Elections Now Act (S. 1538) 

Govtract.us: 0% chance of being enacted 
 

 Summary of the Fair Elections Now Act March 2009  

 Under the Fair Elections Now Act, federal candidates would run for office 

without relying on large contributions, big money bundlers, or donations from 

lobbyists, and would be freed from the constant fundraising in order to focus 

on what people in their communities want.  



 Participating candidates seek support from their communities, not 

Washington, D.C.  

 Qualified candidates would receive Fair Elections funding in the primary, and 

if they win, in their general election at a level to run a competitive campaign.  

 Qualified candidates would be also eligible to receive additional matching 

Fair Elections funds if they continued to raise small donations from their 

home state.  

 Joint fundraising committees between candidates and parties would be 

prohibited.  

 Participating candidates could set up leadership political action committees 

but would be limited to a $100 contribution limit per individual per year.  

 The cost of Fair Elections for Senate races would be borne by a small fee on 

large government contractors and for House races would come from ten 

percent of revenues generated through the auction of unused broadcast 

spectrum.  

 

Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2015 (H.R. 2867 / S. 1659) 

Govtract.us: 1% chance of being enacted (Leahy is sponsor) 
 

 The Voting Rights Advancement Act would: 

 Modernize the preclearance formula to cover states with a pattern of 

discrimination that puts voters at risk. 

 Ensure that last-minute voting changes won’t adversely affect voters. 

 Protect voters from the types of voting changes most likely to discriminate 

against people of color and language minorities. 

 Enhance the Ability to Apply Preclearance Review when Needed 

 Expands the Effective Federal Observer Program 

 Improves Voting Rights Protections for Native Americans and Alaska Natives 

 

Voter Empowerment Act of 2015 (H.R. 12)  

Govtract.us: 0% chance of being enacted 
 

 To modernize voter registration, promote access to voting for individuals with 

disabilities, protect the ability of individuals to exercise the right to vote in 

elections for Federal office, and for other purposes. 

 

 



The Democracy For All Amendment (S.J. Res. 5) (H.J. Res. 22) 

114th Congress 

Govtract.us: 0% chance of being enacted 
 

SECTION 1.  To advance democratic self-government and political equality for all, 

and to protect the integrity of government and the electoral process, Congress and 

the States may regulate and set limits on the raising and spending of money by 

candidates and others to influence elections. 

 


